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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Action is in response to Applicant's amendment filed on 11/04/2005. Claims 1-9 are 
still pending in this application. The rejections not addressed below have been withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 4, and 7 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found in 
a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1, 4, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Himmel 
et al. (US 2005/0018827 Al) in view of McNeight (EP 1,298,895 A2). 

Regarding claims 1 and 4, Himmel discloses a method and system of automatic initiation 
for connecting a mobile phone to a conference call, the method comprising: 
in the mobile phone; 

reviewing calendar event data stored in the mobile phone, the calendar event data containing 
conference call event data that includes a starting time for the conference call, a telephone number 
for the conference call, and a passcode authorizing connection to the conference call (abstract, lines 
7-19; p.0007, lines 1-13; p.0020-0023; p.0031-0032; a ceUular telephone 113 or odier devices store 
information about a particular conference call into its electronics' calendar firom a received 
vinvitation and vCalendar regarding the schedule of a conference call; the information includes a 
"callTime", "accessNumber", and "accessCode" attributes); 
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automatically dialing the telephone number for the conference call; receiving a prompt for 
the passcode authorizing connection to the conference call; obtaining the passcode from the 
conference call event data; and automatically entering the passcode (p.0034; p.0036-0037; the 
vCalendar object, i.e. calendar event, activates when a defined time matches the system time of the 
mobile telephone 113, it automatically dials and logins to conference by using the telephone number 
stored in the accessNumber attribute and join the scheduled conference call, transmitting the pass 
code stored in the accessCode attribute). 

However, Himmel fails to disclose producing an alert shordy before the starting time of the 
conference call; displajdng a prompt asking whether to connect to the conference call; and dialing 
the telephone number upon the affirmative response to the prompt. 

McNeight discloses a portable electronic device having integrated telephony and calendar 
functions such as a cellular telephone (Fig. 1), the cellular phone that has the capability of scheduling 
call-backs for contacts or telephone numbers in calendar 118; at the appropriate time as determined 
by the scheduler 120, the telephone number for the call-back stored in calendar is called, either 
automatically or by first prompting a user that a call-back is about to be initiated. The user may be 
prompted, for example, to go ahead with the caU-back at this time, to delay the caU-back to some 
future time, or to cancel the call-back (coL2, lines 34-57; col.3, line 50 — col.4, lines 1-7). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention for the 
mobile phone to produce an alert before the start of the conference call, display a prompt asking 
whether to connect to the conference call and dial the telephone number for the conference call 
upon the affirmative response as suggested by McNeight, in order to allow the user to prepare 
before entering a conference session. 
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Regarding claim 7, Hirmnel discloses a computer program product embodied on a 
computer readable storage medium for automatic initiation for connecting a mobile phone to a 
conference call (p.0015-0016), the method comprising: 

in the mobile phone; 

computer program code for reviewing calendar event data stored in the mobile phone, the 
calendar event data containing conference call event data that includes a starting time for the 
conference call, a telephone number for the conference call, and a passcode authorizing connection 
to the conference call (abstract, lines 7-19; p.0007, lines 1-13; p.0020-0023; p.0031-0032; a cellular 
telephone 113 or other devices store information about a particular conference call into its 
electronics' calendar from a received vinvitation and vCalendar regarding the schedule of a 
conference call; the information includes a "callTime", "accessNumber", and "accessCode" 
attributes); 

computer program code for automatically dialing the telephone number for the conference 
call; receiving a prompt for the passcode authorizing connection to the conference call; obtaining 
the passcode from the conference call event data; and automatically entering the passcode (p.0034; 
p.0036-0037; the vCalendar object, i.e. calendar event, activates when a defined time matches the 
system time of the mobile telephone 113, it automatically dials and logins to conference by using the 
telephone nxjmber stored in the accessNumber attribute and join the scheduled conference call, 
transmitting the pass code stored in the accessCode attribute). 

However, Himmel fails to disclose computer program code for producing an alert shortiy 
before the starting time of the conference call; displaying a prompt asking whether to connect to the 
conference call; and dialing the telephone number upon the affirmative response to the prompt. 
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McNeight discloses a portable electronic device having integrated telephony and calendar 
functions such as a cellular telephone (Fig. 1), the ceDular phone that has the capability of scheduling 
call-backs for contacts or telephone numbers in calendar 118; at the appropriate time as determined 
by the scheduler 120, the telephone number for the call-back stored in calendar is called, either 
automatically or by first prompting a user that a call-back is about to be initiated. The user may be 
prompted, for example, to go ahead with the call-back at this time, to delay the call-back to some 
future time, or to cancel the call-back (coL2, lines 34-57; col.3, line 50 - col.4, lines 1-7). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skiU in the art at the time of the invention for the 
mobile phone to produce an alert before the start of the conference call, display a prompt asking 
whether to connect to the conference call and dial the telephone nxmiber for the conference call 
upon the affirmative response as su^ested by McNeight, in order to allow the user to prepare 
before entering a conference session. 

5. Claims 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Himmel et al. in view of McNeight, and further in view of Kennedy (US 2004/0203977 Al). 

Regarding claims 2, 3, 5, and 6, the combination of Himmel and McNeight disclose the 
method and system of claims 1 and 4, however fails to disclose wherein the affirmative response to 
the prompt asking whether to connect to the conference call is in the form of a kej^ress on the 
mobile phone keypad, and further wherein the response is in the form of a keyword voice response 
that is recognized by the mobile phone in a voice activated mode. Kennedy discloses a method and 
device for establishing commxmication with multiple devices, by selecting a multiparty call group 
firom a storage device or forming a multiparty call group (Abstract, lines 1-6). Kennedy further 
discloses the features of the communication device for establishing the multiparty call comprising: a 
housing; a display in an opening of the housing; an alphanvimeric keypad and function buttons to 
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facilitate entering phone numbers, and commands to control the operation of the communication 
device; and a speaker and microphone grill within the housing (P.OOl 5-0020). The user of the 
communication device, (Le. mobile phone) wishing to start a multiparty group call selects the 
multiparty call feature from the menu and a series of questions are displayed to the user to answer, 
the word ^'YES" may be displayed above a select button and the word "NO" in another select 
button, the user uses these keys to respond to the questions, furthermore the user may also respond 
to the questions via voice recognition by speaking a yes or no into the microphone (P.0034). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to respond to a prompt in the communication device, (i.e. mobile phone) by a keypress on 
the mobile phone keypad or by a keyword voice response as taught by Kennedy, since it is 
commonly well known to respond to queries that appears in the screen of a mobile phone by a 
keypress and voice recognized commands. 

Regarding claims 8 and 9, the combination of Himmel and McNeight disclose the 
computer program product of claim 7, however fails to disclose wherein the affirmative response to 
the prompt asking whether to connect to the conference call is in the form of a keypress on the 
mobile phone keypad, and further wherein the response is in the form of a keyword voice response 
that is recognized by the mobile phone in a voice activated mode. Kennedy discloses a method and 
device for establishing communication with multiple devices, by selecting a multiparty call group 
from a storage device or forming a multiparty call group (Abstract, lines 1-6). Kennedy further 
discloses the features of the communication device for establishing the multiparty call comprising: a 
housing; a display in an opening of the housing; an alphanumeric keypad and function buttons to 
facilitate entering phone numbers, and commands to control the operation of the commvmication 
device; and a speaker and microphone grill within the housing (P.OOl 5-0020). The user of the 
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commiinication device, (Le. mobile phone) wishing to start a multiparty group call selects the 
multiparty call feature from the menu and a series of questions are displayed to the user to answer, 
the word '"YES" may be displayed above a select button and the word "NO" in another select 
button, the user uses these keys to respond to the questions, furthermore the user may also respond 
to the questions via voice recognition by speaking a yes or no into the microphone (P.0034). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to respond to a prompt in the communication device, (i.e. mobile phone) by a keypress on 
the mobile phone keypad or by a keyword voice response as taught by Kennedy, since it is 
commonly well known to respond to queries that appears in the screen of a mobile phone by a 
keypress and voice recognized commands. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Marisol Figueroa whose telephone number is (571) 272-7840. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday Thru Friday 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Joseph Feild can be reached on (571) 272-4090. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Stams information for impublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system. 
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see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




